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June 1, 2021
Boozhoo Kina Wiya,
It is with heavy hearts that we reach out to community members today, in light of the upsetting news this past
week regarding the 215 children who were students at the Kamloops Residential School - whose bodies were
recently discovered on the property buried in an unmarked mass grave.
Every one of these children was stolen from families and communities who loved them. Each of them had a name
that we do not know; a mother whose loving body carried and nurtured them, a father who longed to protect them,
aunties and uncles who dreamt of their smiles and laughter, and grandparents whose hearts were filled with
unimaginable anguish when they never returned home again.
All of them are victims of the genocidal crusade of violence which the Canadian residential school system has
inflicted upon the lives of innocent Indigenous children and their families.
These deplorable institutions operated as a joint partnership between the government and several major churches
for over a century. At least 4,100 children have died attending these schools; many of them spent their entire
childhoods in them, and the remains of babies as young as three years old have been verified at the Kamloops site.
The devastation caused to our people by the Canadian residential school system is longstanding and spans
numerous generations. Our own Nation is home to Mount Elgin Industrial School, which operated for a total of
145 years - first, as a residential boarding school for 99 years from 1847 to 1946, and then - as a Day School for
46 years, from 1946 to 1992.
Some years ago, during a leadership trip, we visited Kamloops Residential School - where this occurred - and met
with the leaders of Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc First Nation. This inconceivable loss was always known to them and
to their community but was never able to be confirmed until now. We are keeping them in our thoughts and
sending them good medicine, love, and strength - as they are now the stewards of these precious children, caring
for their spirits until their bodies can finally be returned home again.
There has been an outpouring of grief in our community for the children. We invite you to honour their memory
by wearing the colour orange, and placing shoes, flowers, and toys at our Mount Elgin Industrial School
Monument. Our goal is to lay down 215 pairs of shoes - one for each child. In addition, our Nation will be flying
our flags at half-mast for 215 hours: one hour for each life lost.
All children are sacred. Every child matters.
Respectfully,

Chief, Jacqueline French
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