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EDWARD GUO
Originally from Markham, ON, Edward moved to London to
work with the Treaties, Land and Environment department
in March 2020.
Edward holds a B.Sc. in Environmental Science from
Carleton University. Through of which he has had the
opportunity to satisfy his thirst to learn about the world we
live in and has been able to have the opportunity
implement this knowledge on local conservation projects
within his community.

NEW
HIRES

SHAWNACEY WILLIAMS
Grew up in the small town of Corunna, ON. A member of Aamjiwnaang
First Nation. The daughter of Cary Williams & Kimberley Norlock,
grand daughter to Karren George-Miller She holds a 3-year advanced
Graphic Design diploma from Georgian College. As well as a
Computer Programming diploma from Confederation College.
Shawnacey has a growing knowledge in indigenous history, treaties,
land claims, and genealogy.
She has a three-year-old daughter Natalia, who is her world! Natalia
teaches her family Anishinaabe from daycare! She is excited to be
working in a community where language, culture, community safety,
and forward-thinking is strong. Shawnacey joined the TLE Dept. in
February 2020.

EVERY
DAY
EARTH DAY
Earth Day is an annual event celebrated around the
world on April 22 to demonstrate support
for environmental protection. Celebrating Earth Day
serves as a conscious reminder of how fragile our
planet is and how important it is to protect it.
Although, April 22nd was Earth Day, every day should
be Earth Day! Our department hosted a photo contest
via Facebook from April 24th -May 13th, where we
asked community members to share with us how they
celebrate Earth Day every day!
The prize for sharing with us was a $25 Walmart gift
card. We had two submissions and would like to award
both of our contestants with the $25 gift card!
Congratulations to Emily Kechego & Jace Kechego!
Let's continue to take care of Mother Earth, as she
takes care of us! Here is how you can continue to
celebrate Earth day, every day:
Plant a tree
Pick up trash
Recycle more
Use reusable bags

Treaty
Research
Aanii/Boozhoo,
As our first order of business, the Treaty Research Unit
would like to give a big CONGRATULATIONS to Victoria
and Mike Deleary who welcomed their second son,
Alexander, into the world on March 4th at 2:30am, weighing
6lbs 7oz. We are all very much look forward to meeting the
new baby. We are also very appreciative of Victoria, and the
many contributions she has made to our department in her
role as Treaty Research Coordinator.
The research unit is excited to tell you about the projects we
have been working on and the developments we have made
over the last six months. Although we have run into
challenging and unforeseen circumstances recently with the
Covid-19 pandemic, we are determined to continue working
and studying to further our projects and share our findings in
the best ways we can!
Last December and January, the research unit worked
closely with Chief and Council and legal counsel to offer
research assistance and information sessions on the
ongoing Right-of-Way (pictured left) and 1834 claims. We
will continue to offer research support on these, and other
projects as needed. In doing so, we strive to produce the
best possible results for the Community.

Treaty Research Unit
Brandon Graham

A/Treaty Research Coordinator

Shawnacey Williams

Treaty Research Assistant

In March, Acting Treaty Research Coordinator Brandon
Graham travelled to the Queen’s University Archives with
funding secured through the generosity of the Archives and
the McWatter’s family of Kingston. In the archives, Brandon
collected information and copied documents relevant to our
treaty history, including a curious land agreement which may
have been signed by several Chippewas of the Thames
ancestors. The documents copied through this project were
analyzed, organized, and uploaded to our department’s
database. Some of these documents will be referenced in
the Longwood’s Claim Narrative, which has been a major
focus of the research unit, and which will be advancing into
the next stages of development shortly. Brandon would like
to thank all those who helped facilitate this opportunity and
looks forward to finding new ways for the TLE Department
to constructively collaborate with institutions and researchers
who share our interests and values.
Lastly, but certainly not least, the Treaty Research Unit is
pleased to announce that a new Treaty Research Assistant,
Shawnacey Williams, has joined our team!

CONSULTATION

Community Knowledge Keeper
As we have mentioned in the past, the
consultation unit purchased a
database called the Community
Knowledge Keeper (CKK) which is
customized online mapping and data
management system used to support
consultation, environmental research,
traditional land use studies and
archiving.
The CKK will assist the consultation
coordinator with a snapshot
assessment for staff to identify
potential concerns and conflicts by
having proponents submit project
information directly through an online
portal. Each online submission will
include project information and
location data. This will allow staff to
instantly view planned development in
relation to records of community land
use activities, community selected
protected areas, endangered species
habitat, and other environmental data.

The CKK will also provide
community members with a single
window to view the interactions
between residential, commercial,
and industrial development and
mapped indigenous and scientific
knowledge.
The TLE Administration Assistant,
Consultation Coordinator and
Events & Promotions Coordinator
have all been working diligently to
input data such as project
information from previous years,
project studies and maps. Our
Events & Promotions Coordinator
has also reached out to proponents
to offer training sessions on project
inputting for future use.
We hope to have this valuable tool
available as soon as possible.

Southwest Land Fill:

Environmental Assessment

Southwest Land Fill:
Project Update

Walker Environmental released its
Southwestern Landfill Draft
Environmental Assessment (EA) for
review and consultation on March 2nd,
2020.

The Treaties, Lands & Environment
Department's Consultation Unit is
planning to continue engagement
sessions with the Community as well
as Chief & Council as soon as we
are back in the office and it is
deemed safe to host community
open houses.
These sessions will provide the
community with the information you
need to incorporate any comments or
concerns into the Draft
Environmental Assessment for the
Southwestern Landfill which will be
reviewed by the Ministry of
Environment for approval to proceed
with the Landfill.
The Southwestern Landfill Project
Team provided a brief update to
keep us all up to date on the current
status of their project.

The Draft EA documents are available
for download on Walker’s project
website www.walkerea.com. The Draft
EA incorporates the results of the
technical studies undertaken by thirdparty experts and conclude that the
SWLF can be built and operated
safely. The key findings of the Draft
EA can be found here:
https://www.walkerea.com/en/draftea.asp
Due to the covid-19 crisis we have
paused consultation as of March 25th,
2020 and will be extending the
deadline to provide comments on the
Draft EA. Comments must be
submitted to Walker via email to
info@walkerea.com or by phone 1 855
392 5537.
We are currently monitoring the
situation and will notify COTTFN when
we restart the consultation process.
Miigwech,
SWLF Team

2020 Tree Planting

Through the Consultation Unit,
Engagement with Waste Connections
Canada on their Ridge Landfill
Expansion Project has led to the
donation and maintenance support of
3000 trees. These trees have been
planted within the community at a few
different sites.
On behalf of Chippewas of the
Thames, our department would like to
extend a Chi-Miigwetch

Archaeology Program

Each year, the Consultation Unit
sends out Archaeology Field Liaisons
to archaeology sites. These liaisons
go through a one week training
session with the Ontario Archaeology
Society, where they go through an
extensive training session learning

about techniques, identifying
features, artifacts, types of lithics
and basic bone identification. Due to
the COVID-19 Pandemic and
precautions set out by Chippewas of
the Thames Executive
Administration Team, we had to
cancel our annual Archaeology Field
Liaison Training for community
members. We plan to reschedule
this training opportunity as soon as
we are back in the office.
Just a reminder, if you have already
taken the training and have a
certificate you are not required to
retake the training course.
Information on our Archaeology
Field Liaison Monitoring 2020
Program will be out as soon as we
are back in the office.
We look forward to seeing you all
soon.

LANDS MANAGEMENT
REGISTERING LAND
Documents may now be sent to the Department of Indigenous Affairs for registration.
When mailing lands documents for land registration please send them to:
Department of Indigenous Affairs
Thunder Bay Office
101-100 Anemki Place
Fort William First Nation ON P7J 1A5

INDIAN LANDS REGISTRY SYSTEM
Within the past six months 71 property transfers were created for individuals to
transfer land and over 200 parcel abstracts and satellite images were requested
showing the history of the lot and showing the parcels.

ENVIRONMENT

NEW MEMBER!
The Environment team
has doubled! Edward
Guo joined the TLE dept.
in March and has been
hired as the Environment
Technician.
The Environment
Technician will help
support the Environment
Officer in maintaining the
departments monitoring
regimes and in project
implementation.

ANTLER RIVER GUARDIANS
We are happy to report that we were successful in
receiving funding to run the Antler River Guardians
of the 4 Directions program this summer. Given the
current circumstances we cannot confirm the status
of the summer program however we will keep the
community updated as the situation evolves.
Thank you to the Deshkan Ziibi Clearwater Revival
for their hard work in ensuring the program has
funding this summer.
Below are some pictures from 2015, when the
program first started!

Species at Risk
Each week we will be posting a
different species at risk, on our
Facebook page that can be found
in COTTFN.
If you spot one of these species, let
us know! It helps us keep track of
their locations and can help inform
future development projects. Send
an email to eguo@cottfn.com and
include the species name and
location – if you can include a
picture, even better!
Follow us on Facebook!
@cottfntle

London Environmental Network &
Green Economy London: Memberships
Last fall the TLE Department joined the London
Environmental Network and Green Economy London. The
London Environmental Network brings together an array of
local organizations that are working to achieve a greener
future. Likewise, Green Economy London helps businesses
achieve more sustainable practices. By joining these two
groups we can further our environmental reach and
partnerships within the region and continue to push
COTTFN as environmental leaders.
Currently Green Economy London is working with us to
have a three-tiered compost system installed at the
community garden. Stay tuned as there may also be a
chance to score a backyard composter and fruit trees!

Prairie Grass Buffer
We have partnered with Alternative
Land Use Stewardship (ALUS)
Middlesex chapter to plant a 30
foot prairie grass buffer between
Deshkan Ziibi and a farm field.
By planting a buffer between the
farm field and the river, we will be
helping to prevent nutrients from
running off the field into the water,
providing additional habitat and
helping to stabilize the riverbanks.
This plot of land is band land and
we are working with the tenant
farmer on site preparation. We look
forward to updating you in the fall
on this initiative!

Parking Passes!:

Lower Thames Valley Conservation Authority
The 2020 LTVCA parking passes arrived in January. Up
until non-essential staff were asked to work from home,
parking passes were being handed out at the Band Office
reception. The LTVCA has kept their parks open for
individuals to enjoy during this time.

Green Powwow

CHIPPEWAS OF THE THAMES FIRST NATION

Walker Environmental is a proponent that we engage through the Duty to Consult and
Accommodate. Through our relationship building with Walker, they have helped us provide a
‘Green’ Pow wow the last two summers. Through having waste diversion stations (composting,
recycling and solid waste) we were able to collect 578 kgs of food waste at the 2019 pow wow.
By collecting the food waste, we prevented it from going to the landfill and allowed for it to be
turned into nutrient dense compost which can now be returned back to Mother Earth.
The compost has been delivered to COTTFN and we are happy to have the compost help support
the community gardening initiative being facilitated by the Culture, Language and Heritage
Department. The compost can be picked up near to the community garden in the Administration
Complex. As it is nutrient dense, mix one part compost to four parts soil.

CONSERVATION BOND
We have been working closely with Carolinian Canada Coalition, Thames Talbot Land
Trust, Verge Capital and Western’s Ivey Business School at developing the Deshkan
Ziibi Conservation Impact Bond. Which is a finance model with the purpose to encourage
investing in conservation projects within the Carolinian co-region.
The Treaties, Lands & Environment Department is involved as we feel it beneficial to
partner with local organizations that are also trying to accomplish environmental
stewardship projects within COTTFN’s Treaty and Traditional Territory. Currently we are
working on how to determine if a conservation project can be considered successful. This
is done by creating a list of elements the conservation projects should include when
being evaluated at the completion of the project. Soon, we will be providing more
information on the Deshkan Ziibi Conservation Impact Bond and will be looking for
community input and feedback on the model.

