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Revitalizing our Language

In this Issue....

In an effort to revitalize our language. Our dept. 
reached out to Monty McGahey II, at the Language, 
Heritage and Culture Dept. to find a way to best 
translate “Treaties, Lands & Environment”.

As there is no exact Anishinaabe translations for 
the words “treaties” or “environment”, our dept. 
requested Monty and Elder Jennie Blackbird of 
Bkejwanong to propose an alternative wording.  
We believe that the their new interpretation 
reflects the whole of our dept.

That translation is “Nsitaajgewinan miinwaa 
edniziying”. Which roughly translates to 
“Understandings between people (Treaties) and 
where we live (lands and environment).” 

In future dept. publications, we will be incorporating 
the Ojibway translation of our department name.

Chi-miigwech Monty and Jennie for assisting us!

Community Trail and Learning Pavillion: Last 
September (2018) we applied for funding from 
the Canada Ontario Resource Development 
Agreement (CORDA) to revive...... page 7

Railway Expropriation Claim: We are happy to 
announce that the Railway Expropriation Claim 
was..... page 2

Surveying your land?: Subdividing a parcel of 
land or looking to identify your parcel boundaries? 
Chippewas of the Thames uses.... page 11

Food Forest: Early discussions have indicated a 
suitable location for easy community access which 
would be near.... Page 17

Ridge Landfill Expansion Project: Through 
previous engagement meetings Chippewas of 
the Thames was able to have 3000 trees given 
to the community.... page 9

Keep up to date with us! 
Follow us on Facebook @cottfntle



Over the last six months the Treaties, Lands & Environment Department has continued to work on 
the various goals set out in their portion of the Community Comprehensive Plan. 

A goal of the department was to better communicate with the community and we have so much 
to share. So please, have a look at the various projects we have worked on over the last six 
months. If you have any questions, please dont hesitate to reach out to any of the team members.   

Theodore Albert
Lands Manager

talbert@cottfn.com

Emma Young
Environment Officer
eyoung@cottfn.com

Victoria Deleary
A/ Records Management Specialist

vdeleary@cottfn.com 

Kelly Riley 
Director of Treaties, Lands & Environment

kriley@cottfn.com

Brandon Graham
A/ Treaty Research Coordinator

bgraham@cottfn.com

Fallon Burch
Consultation Coordinator

fburch@cottfn.com

Rochelle Smith
Events & Promotions Coordinator

rsmith@cottfn.com

The Team Members

       back row: Rochelle Smith, Theodore Albert, Kelly Riley, Brandon Graham
       front row: Emma Young, Fallon Burch, Victoria Deleary
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From the Director...

2

I hope this season finds you hale and healthy as we move into the coming winter months. As the First Nation 
increases the use of our Chippewa language, we have worked with one of the language speakers and had 
Treaties, Lands and Environment Department translated. 
 
The top sentence is how to say the words phonetically. The second sentence features the Ojibway words 
spelled out and the third sentence is the translation.

Sit-tahj-gay-way-nun    mean-wah    ed-niz-eeing.
Nsitaajgewinan     miinwaa     edniziying

 “understandings between people and where we live”

On another note, there is an interesting date coming up in the future. The Longwoods Treaty had an interesting 
birth, it was conceived during a meeting in October of 1818 between local First Nation Chippewa Chiefs and 
the local Indian agent. Six months later the first written version emerged on March 9, 1819. I suppose that 
would mean the Treaty is an Aries. The next version of the same Treaty was signed by the Chippewa Chiefs 
on May 9, 1820. Finally, what has been termed the Confirmatory Treaty was signed on July 8, 1822. 

That means that on Friday, July 8, 2022 the Longwoods Treaty will be 200 years old. We would like to 
celebrate this date and bring the Longwoods Treaty home to Chippewa to display and have a birthday party. 

COTTFN has been recognized by the Ontario Centres of Excellence (OCE) in their annual report. The OCE 
brings together leading-edge research from publicly funded universities and colleges and research hospitals 
and works to develop partnerships. Biweekly water samples are being taken from several COTTFN locations 
and tested. This testing enables one to calculate the extent to which our water quality is changed by external 
factors. One of the spinoffs is the phosphorus reduction project. Which you can read more about on page 9.

Land Use Planning is continuing and will be completed in the new year. Land Use Planning develops a 
picture of the existing community and engages band members to see what kind of development we would 
like or not like to see. Where should housing be placed? What lands should be conserved or protected? Each 
band member has the right to have a say on these important questions. 

Land Code takes Indian Affairs out of the decision-making process for land transfers and replace it with a 
process that is more reflective of the way land allocation decisions were made in the past. The Land Code 
will be fully explained in planned engagement sessions. The community will have an opportunity to accept 
or reject the COTTFN land code. 

Land Code takes Indian Affairs out of the decision-making process for land transfers and replaces it with a 
process that is more reflective of the way land allocation decisions were made in the past by the community. 
The Land Code will be fully explained in planned engagement sessions. One of next steps in the process is 
for COTTFN Chief and Council to refer, or not to refer, the Land Code for a ratification vote by the community. 
The Land Code can only be ratified/approved by the community.

The legal obligation of duty to consult exists because of court cases which have determined that when the 
Crown is aware that a proposed activity may have an impact on our Aboriginal and Treaty rights. In other parts 
of the country, hydro-electric, mining and other resource industries often take place on Crown land. Resource 
Benefit agreements are often achieved between First Nations and proponents. In our area there is very little 
Crown land. It is, therefore, more difficult to achieve Resource Benefit Agreements

- Kelly Riley, Director of the Treaties, Lands & Environment Department



The Treaty Research Unit has been busy on 
many exciting projects over the last 6-months. 
We are continuing to develop our existing claims, 
while gathering new information and knowledge 
through research and networking. 

We are happy to announce that the Railway 
Expropriation Claim was submitted as a specific 
claim against the Crown and will undergo early 
review to determine if it meets the minimum 
standard required by the Specific Claims Tribunal 
Act. We hope to hear back from them by the 
Spring of 2020. The department would like to 
thank Treaty Research Co-ordinator, Victoria 
Deleary, for her analysis and commentary on this 
claim. Victoria’s work played an important role in 
the development of the railway claim, and her 
contribution is greatly appreciated!

The research unit is always working on a variety 
of projects aimed at furthering specific claims 
and learning more about regional histories. 
Over the summer Treaty Researcher, Brandon 
Graham, travelled to several cities in the United 
States collecting information related to our treaty 
history. This project was made possible by a 
research grant from the American Philosophical 
Society and was greatly assisted by the helpful 
staff at the American Philosophical Society 
Archives (Philadelphia), the Newberry Library 
(Chicago), the Fields Museum (Chicago), and the 
Burton Historical Collection (Detroit).

Through these research trips Brandon was able 
to copy hundreds of pages of documentation, 
including; historical maps, historical government 
correspondences, genealogical materials 
relating to Community ancestry, and written 
materials relating to Anishinaabemowin. In 
addition to collecting materials, this project 

allowed for a great deal of networking to 
occur, wherein new institutional connections 
were made. The research unit looks forward to 
finding new ways of connecting the Community 
with the historically significant materials we 
collect, and with the organizations we work 
with.

In addition to our research projects, the research 
unit has been assisting in the construction of 
a nature trail behind Antler River Elementary 
School. In doing so we are reminded of the 
importance of environmentalism to our treaty 
relationships. This connection will be explored 
further in our upcoming presentations to 
the students of Antler River during Treaty 
Recognition Week (the first week of November). 
It is truly an honor to serve the Chippewas of 
the Thames Community through conducting 
a range of exciting projects, and we look 
forward to meeting you at our open houses 
this November!

Treaty Research Unit

Show & Tell!

Image on left: Detroit Public Library
Image on right: Brandon at a social event for funding recipients in Philadelphia

We thought it would be neat to share some historical 
documents with you. So please check out page 4!
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This 1818 corespondence between government officials discusses the opening 
of treaty negotiations with regional Chippewa Bands. Most of the primary source 
materials that the Treaty Research Unit reviews come from Canadian archivial 
institutions, namely, Library and Archives Cananda and the Archives of Ontario. 

(Library and Archives Cananda, RG 10, Vol. 35, pp. 20567)

(“A pocket vocabulary of terms alphabetically arranged”, Newberry Library, Ayer MS 1525)

This 1822 pocketbook was used to translate commonly used English words and phrases into the 
Anishinaabemowin. The author of the pocketbook is unknown, but whomever wrote it clearly had a keen interest 
in communicating between the two languages. The original booklet is held at the Newberry Library Chicago, IL. 

(“A map of the providence [sic] of Upper Canada…”, J. Chewett [1826?], 
Newberry Library, Ayer 133.C52 1826)

Above is a section of a map of Upper Canada. It was created by surveyor 
James Chewett in the 1820’s. It labels the locations of First Nations 
Communities within the region and denotes traditional hunting grounds. 
The original is currently held at the Newberry Library in Chicago, IL. 

(Burton Historical Collection, MS/George Ironside Papers, 20th January 1819)

This 1819 correspondence between government officials discusses land 
tract purchases within the Longwoods region. This correspondence will be 
transcribed by our research team and included in the Longwoods Claim 
Narrative which we are currently developing.
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****Important*** The parking permits handed out 
this year are valid until December 31, 2019. New 
parking permits for 2020 will be available at the 
band office reception beginning January, 2020. 

Over 150 parking permits have been allocated so 
far in 2019! Chi-Miigwech to the Lower Thames 
Valley Conservation Authority (LTVCA) for providing 
free access to the COTTFN membership. We are 
looking forward to further collaboration with the 
LTVCA in the coming year. 

Our department will be hosting two Open Houses!

On Reserve
November 19th at Mike’s Pizza from 3-7pm
568 Jubilee Rd. Muncey, ON

Off Reserve 
November 21 at Atlohsa from 3-7pm
343 Richmond St #109, London, ON

Bring the family, grab a slice of pizza, ask questions 
and get to know what we do! Also, there will be 
door prizes!

We have been working with the University of 
Guelph on water related issues for the past year. 

The first phase of this work was understanding 
differing opinions and priorities when it comes to 
water sustainability such as water from a cultural, 
environmental, or infrastructure lens. A second 
part to this project is being able to engage the 
COTTFN membership on water related issues. 

Through this funding, we have acquired some 
equipment to begin filming videos including 
drone footage. We hope to have the videos 
finalized and ready to share soon!

Did you know all turtles in our area are a species 
at risk? And one of main threats to turtles is road 
mortality?! 

Deshkan Ziibiing is home to several turtle species 
including: spiny softshell turtles, painted turtles and 
snapping turtles. This past season we had many 
community members call in to report turtles crossing 
the road or nesting (I think even the police reported 
a turtle that was nesting!). Not only does this show 
the communities dedication to helping protect the 
species but it is also valuable data. By knowing where 
turtles are crossing/nesting we can work to better 
protect them, so please, continue to let us know!

Mzhiikenyag Dkamsewaad 
“Turtles Crossing”
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We have continued to take our monthly water samples which 
is then analyzed by Western University. For these samples, 
we primarily focus on the phosphorus quantities in our water.

As you may recall, we had a wet spring and this had a 
negative effect on our spring benthic results (water running 
off the landscape, Jubilee Road construction, etc.) We will be 
benthic sampling again at the end of October and we expect 
to see better results.

Water Testing

sc

In August, we conducted electrofishing with Antler 
River Research. 

Electrofishing is a method used to sample fish 
populations to determine quantity and species type. 
An electrical current stuns the fish causing them to 
float to the top. There is no permanent harm to the 
fish as they return to their natural state shortly after.

Note: not all of the same locations were assessed 
in 2019 due to accessibility issues at Dawson and 
Hogg creek on Jubilee and two spots on the Thames 
River (Western Property and near Flats).
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Conservation
This past spring, we brought 
to Chief and Council a Band 
Council Resolution (BCR) to 
protect 250 acres of Band Land 
for the purpose of conservation. 
We are happy to announce that 
Chief and Council passed the 
BCR to protect these lands and 
are incredibly proud of their 
commitment to conserve and 
protect the environment for the 
coming generations. 

This aligns with the Community 
Comprehensive Plan and the 
definition of what Land and Environmental Management means “we have the responsibility to 
manage our land and natural resources conscientiously to ensure that the way of life of the current 
generation does not harm the capacity of the land to meet the needs of future generations”. The 
locations of the protected sites were chosen based on their ecological features including: backing 
on to a wetland, prairie habitat, land surrounding our drinking water source (infiltration gallery) and 
large continuous forest. All of these locations and their unique features are home to an abundance 
of species at risk and by protecting these lands we are also protecting them.

We have developed a close working relationship with 
Carolinian Canada, a conservation group that aims to 
create a green and healthy landscape in the ‘Carolinian 
Zone’ (an ecological area spanning Windsor to Toronto).

As part of Carolinian Canada’s effort to ‘Shift the Paradigm’ 
they have established a Conservation Bond that has 

connected conservation partners and industry to have people begin investing in habitat restoration 
(e.g. shoreline restoration to help mitigate flooding would be a beneficial investment for insurance 
companies). COTTFN has been involved throughout the development of the Conservation Bond 
and will continue to be involved through habitat restoration projects in the community and in helping 
to create a tool to evaluate the success of the project.
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Nature Trail

Last September (2018) we applied for funding 
from the Canada Ontario Resource Development 
Agreement (CORDA) to revive the Nature Trail 
behind Antler River Elementary School. After 
waiting nearly a year, we were approved for funding 
this past August. On top of the CORDA funding, we 
have since been successful in receiving additional 
funding from TD Friends of the Environment and 
Global Forest Therapy Institute.

Our department has been working full force on the 
trail to ensure it reflects the needs of the school 
and is accessible to all community members. A 
learning pavilion will be installed to aid the school 
with their vision to incorporate more land-based 
learning. As well, we will have signage along the 
trail in Anishinaabemowin identifying the various 
species at risk, flora and fauna. 

We have made and built great relationships with 
various partners over the years, and we would like 

to acknowledge their support in the development 
and completion of this trail. As well, we are grateful 
for our volunteers and Antler River Elementary 
students who have/are aiding in the contruction of 
the community trail.

We are currently distributing mulch throughout 
most of the trail. We know you are just as excited 
as we are for the trail! but in the mean time, while 
the trail is underconstruction, we ask that you 
please stay off of it. We do try our best to remove 
all hazards as we work on the trail but to ensure 
everyone’s safety, we ask you to avoid the area. 
We promise, we will let the community know when 
the trail is complete!
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What is Phosphorus? Phosphorus is a chemical 
element and can be found naturally in soil,  water 
and various foods such as, milk, meat, grains, and 
vegetables. 

The Role of Phosphorus: Phosphorus is an 
essential nutrient for animals and plants. It plays 
a critical role in cell development and is a key 
component of molecules that store energy. The 
quantities of phosphorus in soil are generally small, 
and this often limits plant growth and crop yeild. It 
is common for those who garden and farmers to 
apply fertilizer to help their garden/crop grow.

The Primary Sources of phosphorus includes 
fertilizers, manure, organic wastes in sewage and 
industrial effluent.  

It is an essential element for plant life, but... when 
a body of water becomes overly enriched with 
phosphorus, it causes excessive growth of algae 
or other plant life (figure 1). This results in oxygen 
depletion of the water body and death of animal 
life due to lack of oxygen. 

Today, strategies to reduce phosphorus are being 
implemented in the great lakes region. An example of a 
strategy is Canada-Ontario The Lake Erie Action Plan 
which commits to five categories of action, including:

• Reducing phosphorus loadings;
• Ensuring effective policies, programs and legislation;
• Improving the knowledge base;
• Educating and building awareness; and
• Strengthening leadership and co-ordination.

Phosphorus Reduction Technologies 

Figure 1: Toxic Algal Bloom, Lake Eire, 2011 (Credit: NASA)

Figure 2: Phosphorus reduction technologies installed in COTTFN

**The Phosphorus Cycle (2013), The Science Learning Hub, accessed 23 October 2019, < sciencelearn.org.nz/resources/961-the-phosphorus-cycle >
**Canada-Ontario Lake Erie Action Plan (2018), Government of Ontario, accessed 25 October 2019, < https://www.ontario.ca/page/canada-ontario-lake-erie-action-plan>
** Phosphorus and Water (n.d), USGS, assessed 23 October 2019, < https://www.usgs.gov/special-topic/water-science-school/science/phosphorus-and-water?qt-science_center_objects=0#qt-science_center_objects>

The specific actions the plan commits to include:

• limiting loadings from municipal sewage                       
 treatment plant and better managing   
            stormwater;
• encouraging effective techniques to keep  
 phosphorus on farmland; and
• restoring natural wetlands.

Fun Facts: 
• Lake Erie supplies more than 11 million   
 people with drinking water, and is home to  
 130 fish species.
• Phosphorus is found in bones.
• Phosphorus is essential to life.

What we are doing: We have been working with the 
Phosphorus Reduction Collaborative, an initiative 
involving the Ontario Federation of Agriculture, 
Environmental Organizations, Conservation 
Authorities and Municipal, Provincial and Federal 
governments that are working together to address 
nutrients (phosphorus) leaving the farm field and 
ending up in the local waterways. 

To help find a solution to the phosphorus issue, 
COTTFN is now piloting two technologies (figure 
2) for the next three years that will aim to prevent 
phosphorus from entering Deshkan Ziibi as a 
result of agriculture.  For our efforts to reduce 
phosphorus, COTTFN is being recognized as an 
industry leader.



In September, the Senior Environment Officer and Consultation Coordinator had the 
opportunity to tour the Milton Quarry which is owned and operated by CRH Canada. The 
tour gave us great insight of the daily operations that occur inside the pit as well as the 
processing of aggregates. We were also had the opportunity to visit the rehabilitation area 
that has occurred in the area that is no longer active.  They did an amazing job restoring the 
area. 

 The Canadian Red Cross runs a program called ‘Missing Maps’ that aims to help First 
Nations map their communities in order to be prepared for an emergency. Through our 
contact at the Red Cross, we linked in the Emergency Management Coordinator from the 
Justice Department and together worked on creating a robust map of the community. This 
map will be incredibly beneficial in aiding emergency responders and ensuring the people 
of Deshkan Ziibiing are safe. 

The Consultation Unit is working with Waste Connections Canada through 
the Environmental Assessment for the Ridge Landfill Expansion Project. 

Through previous engagement meetings Chippewas of the Thames was 
able to have 3000 trees given to community that will be planted through 
out the community in the Spring 2020 as part of their restoration plan as 
a requirement of the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks.

Missing Maps

Aggregate Tour

Tree Planting



Archaeology

Community Knowledge Keeper

Our archaeological season began 
April 2, 2019. We held 2 training 
sessions this year to help build 
capacity within the program. The 
First Session was held on February 
25th to March 1st. We had 6 
community members successfully 
complete this session. Our second 
session was held in collaboration 
with Oneida Nation of the Thames 
on June 24th -June 28th, 2019, we 
had 5 community members successfully complete this session. This season has been busy with providing 
Archaeology Field Liaisons (AFL’s) throughout our Traditional and Treaty Territory. We have provided AFL’s 
to 25 different projects and have more coming our way. The assessments range from stage 2 to stage 4 
assessment. 

The map gives you a general idea of the area that we provide AFL’s for archaeology assessments. These 
are part of larger environmental assessments for proposed development or minor infrastructure projects 
in surrounding municipalities, townships and cities. 

In April 2019, the consultation unit purchased 
a database called the Community Knowledge 
Keeper (CKK) which is a customized online 
mapping and data management system 
used to support consultation, environmental 
research, traditional land use studies and 
archiving. 

The CKK will assist the consultation 
coordinator with a snapshot assessment 
for staff to identify a community’s potential 
concerns and conflicts by having proponents 
submit project information directly through an 
online portal. Each online submission will include project information and location data. This will allow staff 
to instantly view planned developments in relation to records of community land use activities, community 
selected protected areas, endangered species habitat, and other environmental data. 

The CKK will also provide community members with a single window to view the interactions between 
residential, commercial and industrial developments and mapped indigenous and scientific knowledge. 
We plan to have the database up and running in full force in Spring 2020.
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Land Management

Land Code

Land Survey

Within the past six months, 53 property transfers were created for individuals to transfer land 
and over 100 parcel abstracts showing the history of the lots were looked up as requests. The 
Department of Indigenous Services Canada has recently staffed multiple positions and as a 
result, we can expect some delays in land transfers. 

Planning on subdividing a parcel of land or looking to identify your parcel boundaries? 
Chippewas of the Thames uses AGM to do so. AGM is a surveying company located in London 
which does federal land surveys. The Department of Indigenous Services Canada will only 
accept federal surveys in order to register a parcel, and can not accept provincial surveys for 
registration. AGM offers multiple types of surveys, engineering surveys and plans.  

The main contact Chippewa utilizes with AGM is Jason Wilband who is the President and 
Partner of AGM, he can be reached at;

Jason Wilband  
jason@agm.on.ca
519-685-5300

During September multiple TLE Staff, along with our Executive Administrator, the Chief and 
a Councillor attended the Lands Advisory Boards (LAB) annual general meeting on Land 
Management. 

The LAB Resource Center offers multiple avenues of support and aid in facilitating community 
land governance efforts. COTTFN Staff were able to ask questions and network with many First 
Nations that have gone into Land Management. Currently a simplified version of our proposed 
Land Code is being worked on by TLE staff for community distribution, and a community 
engagement will be planned shortly after the Land Code is delivered across the community.

Treaties, Lands & Environment Dept. will be hosting an open house Nov 19th at Mikes Pizza 
and Nov 21st at Atlohsa, for the community to come ask questions from our staff. The Lands 
Manager would be happy to discuss Land Use Planning and Land Code with anyone interested.
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Map of COTTFN Land Base (Google Earth)

WHAT IS 
LAND USE PLANNING?

Our Land Use Plan will guide the future 
development of COTTFN lands. Staff and 
community members are working together 
to answer the following questions that will be 
addressed in the Land Use Plan. 

What should we preserve? Where should the 
community develop? What should be built? 
How do we best use our land?

Land use planning helps communities make 
informed decisions on how to conserve 
and develop their lands! A Land Use Plan is 
a document containing text and maps that 
describe how we envision the future of our 
land. A Land Use Plan will:

• define the long-term goals and vision for our land;
• provide a set of policies and maps to guide future development of the land;
• better conserve and protect local resources; and
• considers how the physical environment (e.g., houses, shops, roads) interacts with the  
 natural environment.

Without a Land Use Plan there is a higher likelihood that land use conflicts arise.

OUR COMMUNITY 
LAND USE PLAN

Example: Building a house next to a landfill
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What are we considering when Land Use Planning?

Why are we preparing a Land Use Plan?

Why are we preparing a Land Use Plan? 
COTTFN is developing a Land Code for the 
community to vote on. The goal is to take 
back control from Aboriginal Affairs so that 
COTTFN can manage our own lands. A 
Land Use Plan will provide us with a guiding 
document to achieve this goal. 

A Land Use Plan will help us to: 

• make more informed and consistent decisions on how we use and protect our land in  
 the future;
• assert our aspirations and long-term goals for our land to other government    
 agencies and developers; and
• clearly identify where it is appropriate to build and which areas we want to protect   
 for future generations. 

All COTTFN members will be able to vote 
on whether to accept the Land Code or to 
stay under the management of Aboriginal 
Affairs. To learn more about Land Code visit

www.cottfnlandcode.com/land-code
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What have we heard to date?

From late 2018 to summer 2019, the TL&E Department received input about land use and 
suggestions for future land use at community events including the Children’s Christmas Party, 
a staff workshop, an open house at Mike’s Pizzeria, and two written surveys.
 
The information collected indicates that community members feel connected to the lands:
• through being raised on COTTFN lands;
• having family who live on COTTFN lands;
• through meaningful interactions with the environment for medicines, food, or leisure  
 activities; and
• spiritual awareness.

Community members were also asked about their top three choices for housing, recreation 
and cultural facilities. The following top three housing recreational facilities, and cultural 
facilities were identified:

Community members identified the following priorities during Survey #1 and #2 respectively:

• Preservation of Environment   
• Housing 
• Economy
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DRAFT LAND USE PLAN VISION STATEMENT
We need your help determining the vision for the Land Use Plan! At a COTTFN staff workshop 
on June 12, 2019, the following draft vision statement for our Land Use Plan was created.

We would like to hear from you! What vision do you have for these lands? What do you see 
for these lands in 25 years from now? 

Fill out our survey at one of the upcoming community events. If you are unable to attend 
any of the events, please feel free to fill out our survey online. The survey will open on from 
November 19 to December 10, 2019 and can be accessed at https://bit.ly/324NKT0
or by scanning the following code using the camera on your phone.

There will be a Prize Draw for completing the survey!

Through our strong connection to the land, Deshkan Ziibiing will fulfill our 
responsibilities to future generations by respecting, protecting and nurturing all 
the gifts the creator (gitchi-manitou) provides to us. We will govern in the spirit of 
sovereignty established by our Chi-Inaakonigewin to serve the needs of our members 
while respecting our culture and traditions. As it is recognized, land is central to all 
aspects of a good life – governance, knowledge, education and livelihood.

November 19, 2019
Mike’s Pizza

568 Jubilee Rd. Muncey, ON

3PM – 7 PM

November 21, 2019
Atlohsa

343 Richmond St. London, ON

3PM – 7 PM

December 7, 2019
Children’s Christmas Party

324 Chippewa Rd. Muncey, ON

11AM – 3 PM

Attend one of our community events:

***We will also be set up at the Community Centre, December 7th from 9-3pm for the Xmas Gesture Pick-up***
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November 19, 2019
Mike’s Pizza

568 Jubilee Rd. Muncey, ON

3PM – 7 PM

November 21, 2019
Atlohsa

343 Richmond St. London, ON

3PM – 7 PM

December 7, 2019
Children’s Christmas Party

324 Chippewa Rd. Muncey, ON

11AM – 3 PM

Attend one of our community events:

***We will also be set up at the Community Centre, December 7th from 9-3pm for the Xmas Gesture Pick-up***

HOW TO GET INVOLVED
COTTFN is in the planning process to determine the future of our Reserve lands as well as 
potential Additions to Reserve. This process will involve community members to ensure the 
Land Use Plan reflects our Members’ aspirations for the future.  The process will seek to 
answer questions such as:

• What does the future of our lands look like?
• What is happening on our lands that concerns you?
• What is important to you about our lands and why?
• Which lands should be protected and where should future development go?

There are many ways that you can provide input to shape the Land Use Plan. 

 

There will also be Door Prizes for those who participate in all activities as well as a Prize 
Draw for completing the survey.

EDUCATIONAL LINKS
Visit the First Nations Land Management Resource Centre to learn more about land use 
planning and land code: https://labrc.com/land-governance-tools/resources/

SURVEY LINK: https://bit.ly/324NKT0
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A lot of the projects undertaken require funding from outside sources. As such, we work 
hard on relationship building and networking with other like-minded organizations. Some of 
the funding we have applied for (but have not received confirmation) includes looking at 
Climate Change and Health Adaptation. This would be a collaborative project with Munsee 
and Oneida where all three communities gather data on climate change effects on health. 
Chippewa would focus on how climate change is impacting hunting, fishing and medicine 
gathering. 

We have also applied for funding to conduct floodplain mapping and additional Climate Change 
research with the Lower Thames Valley Conservation Authority and Cambium Aboriginal. 

This past summer was our second annual 
Green Powwow where we provided 
recycling and composting services. 

This year, we also purchased compostable 
materials for our vendors to use so more 
materials could easily be returned to the 
earth. Our diversion rate this year was 
20%! While that is a good start, we are 
hoping to see our diversion rate increase 
each year. 

Chi-Miigwech to all those who made the 
effort to divert their waste! That extra 30 
seconds of your time has a big impact. 

Through the Green Economy London, some 
funding has been secured to begin planting a 
food forest. 

Early discussions have indicated a suitable 
location for easy community access which 
would be near the community garden and 
behind the Community Centre. We are 
currently envisioning our food forest to 
have nut trees, apple trees and various 
berry trees. This will help promote comunity 
food production and it will create habitat 
wildlife, and insects, including pollinators! 

Planting to begin in the spring!

Food Forest 2019 Green Powwow

Funding Applications
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