SOURCE WATER
PROTECTION

WED JULY 12
THE WOMAN’S VOICE
Community Engagement Session (3pm – 8pm)
ALL are welcome and dinner is provided.
Water is essential to all life. The environment and all the life it supports is
impaired without clean, uncontaminated waters. The risk to human
health and the natural environment from the contamination of water is a
concern to all people.

JOIN US as we work together to protect our water

CHIPPEWA
COMMUNITY CENTRE

320 Chippewa Road
Muncey, Ontario
Wednesday July 12
3pm – 8pm

Legal and Policy Tools for Source Water Protection: A Tri-First Nation
(Chippewa/Munsee/Oneida (CMO) & CELA Initiative
An Introduction to Protecting Source Waters
Water is essential to all life. The environment and all the life it supports is impaired without clean, uncontaminated
waters. The risk to human health and the natural environment from the contamination of water is a concern to all
people.
The Chippewas of the Thames, the Oneida Nation of the Thames, and the Munsee Delaware Nation (“COM”) are
First Nations in Southwestern Ontario closely linked by history and geography. One of the primary challenges faced
is ensuring a safe supply of drinking water in quantities that allow our communities to grow and thrive.
The COM First Nations and the Canadian Environmental Law Association (“CELA”) are working together to:
1. Identify, assess, and mitigate actual and potential threats to sources of drinking water
2. Develop legal and policy tools to protect and improve our source waters

The Source Water Protection Project
With funding from the Law Foundation of Ontario, the CMO communities will lead a project in collaboration with
CELA’s lawyers to address sources of drinking water contamination. The community researcher/animator and CELA
lawyers will consult with the communities to prioritize the threats and issues that we face.
The project which has been divided into a number of phases:
•
•

•
•
•

Phase 1 - a six-person steering committee will be selected, whose members will represent all three Nations and have
complementary areas of expertise
Phase 2 - a community animator will be hired from the CMO membership to assist in gathering local knowledge about
water, its traditional uses and threats. The community animator and contract lawyer will work together to design the
workshops that will constitute Phase 3, with input from the Steering Committee.
Phase 3 - the CMO communities will be directly engaged through a series of workshops to gather local knowledge,
understand threats and canvass possible solutions
Phase 4 - with the guidance of the steering committee, CELA will work on drafting legal instruments to respond to the
priorities identified by the communities in Phase 3
Phase 5 - CMO youth will be engaged in the dissemination of the project’s results and lessons learned

Who is CELA? (www.cela.ca)
CELA is a non-profit public interest organisation that uses existing laws to protect the environment and advocate
for environmental law reform. CELA is also a legal aid clinic and appears before tribunals and courts on behalf of
low-income individuals, citizen groups, and not-for-profit organizations who otherwise would not be able to afford
legal assistance. Throughout this project, CELA’s project lawyers, Kerrie Blaise (kerrie@cela.ca, 905-506-1512) and
Rizwan Khan (rizwan@cela.ca) will work in collaboration with the CMO First Nations.
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What is Source Water?
Source waters are untreated surface or groundwaters used to supply private wells and public drinking water
systems with potable water for human consumption or use.
Surface water refers to water found in lakes, rivers, streams, and wetlands. Rain and melting snow replenish
surface water. Surface water from the Great Lakes is the source of water that most Ontarians use for drinking
water, cleaning, irrigation and industrial purposes.
Groundwater is water from rain or snow that seeps below the ground and pools in cracks and spaces beneath the
earth’s surface, in what is called aquifers. It is a valuable resource as it makes up 2/3 of the world’s fresh water
supply. Over a quarter of Canadians use groundwater to meet their daily needs for drinking, cleaning and irrigation.
It is especially important to protect groundwater sources for those who obtain their water from wells.

Source: Pollution Probe – The Source Water Protection Primer 2004

Threats to Source Waters
The CMO communities face drinking water threats from every direction. Particular concerns include:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Chemical-heavy industrial discharges and spills,
Raw sewage overflow from London’s sewage system,
Flooding,
Phosphorus loading from agricultural operations, and
Pesticide use in agricultural operations.
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