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Introduction from Director Kelly Riley
I would like to introduce you to the Treaty, Lands & Environment (TLE) department’s first 
newsletter. It has been developed to inform you of the different activities that TLE is working on.

The TLE department focuses on lands within our First Nation, and throughout our Treaty and 
Traditional Territories and the Thames River watershed. We work on a range of projects, from 
reviewing centuries-old documents in the pursuit of justice through land claims, to exploring 
innovative ways to develop our community while conserving and protecting our lands.

Our department operates a Land Management Unit which is working on a variety of projects, 
including developing a Land Use Plan for COTTFN. This project requires community input, and 
we encourage you to provide us with ideas on how best to utilize our lands.  While many of our 
land-related operations, including approving land transfers, require us to submit paperwork to 
Indian Affairs, we are working to create a community Land Code. This will allow us to make 
decisions and conduct our land-related business locally within the community, instead of working 
through Canada’s Land Registration system. Our Lands Management Unit has also developed 
an Archaeological Master Plan for COTTFN lands, which will be in place for years to come.

Our Environment Unit works on a number of exciting projects and activities. Many of these focus 
on protecting our water distribution system and our infiltration gallery. This particular system is 
known as a groundwater under the influence of surface water system or GUDI for short. 

Many other environment-related activities have been run by our department in recent years, 
including; identifying and mapping species-at-risk within the community, facilitating benthic 
sampling to assess Thames River water quality, and participating in a phosphorous reduction 
pilot project. The pilot project aims to reduce phosphorous at the source by developing and 
using technologies that can be applied to fertilizer, in order to prevent phosphorous from 
washing into the Thames River and Lake Erie. Excess phosphorous causes large algal blooms 
which have a negative effect on the health of our waterways. These blooms occur frequently in 
Lake Erie and have even been spotted at the mouth of the Thames River as it flows into Lake 
St. Clair.

Our duty to consult process is managed through our Consultation Unit, which interacts with 
well over one hundred proponents (companies) and governments on a yearly basis. It is the 
duty of a proponent or government to consult with our department if their activities may have 
an impact on our Treaty and Traditional Territory or Treaty and Aboriginal rights. Our Unit meets 
and consults with these parties to assess the impact of their projects. Through this process a 
range of concerns are addressed and prioritized. Whereas some corporate and governmental 
projects are of little to no concern to our Nation, others are of high-concern and require long and 
thorough consultation processes. A fee is charged to the proponents after they consult with our 
Unit. The cost of this fee is assessed on a project-by-project basis, with all proceeds returning to 
our First Nation.

Our land here at COTTFN needs to be protected and managed to ensure that we ourselves and 
future generations can enjoy the land we call home!

Kelly Riley
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Meet COTFFN’s Treaty Research Unit 
Victoria Deleary, Treaty Research Coordinator

Victoria Deleary (nee Hill) grew up in St. Thomas, daughter to Jim and Marg Hill. Her dad’s family is 
Oneida, and her mum’s parents immigrated from England in the 1930s. Victoria now lives in a small 
town nearby with her husband Mike and son Barrett.

Victoria studied archives and records management and uses her understanding of archives in her 
approach to Treaty and land claims research for Chippewas of the Thames. Victoria has been working 
with the Treaties, Lands & Environment department since August 2016.

Brandon Graham, Treaty Researcher

Brandon grew up in London, Ontario, and he can trace his ancestry back to the early European settlers in 
the Longwoods region. He attended Western University and the University of Toronto and hold degrees 
in both philosophy and theology. He is very glad to be working with the Chippewas of the Thames First 
Nation!

Treaty Research
COTTFN Treaty and Land Claim Research

Pictured: Brandon Graham (Left) and Victoria Deleary (Right)
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“This picture displays the some of the major land sale treaties in southern Ontario (formerly Upper Canada). The Chippewas of the Thames’ ancestors are signatories to the 
the McKee Treaty, the London Township Treaty, the Sombra Treaty, and the Longwoods Treaty. These Treaties are studied thoroughly by the Treaty Research Unit.”

Overview of Operations
Our Treaty Research Unit is responsible for researching Chippewas of the Thames’ history. We conduct 
this research for a variety of reasons including developing land claims and educational outreach projects. 
In doing so we seek to hold the government accountable for wrongdoings and raise public awareness 
about regional treaty histories!

Most of the treaties which we study are pre-Confederation treaties. That is to say that they were 
negotiated and signed before Canada’s Confederation in 1867. While Canada’s government structure 
has changed significantly from the early days of British colonialism to the present, a continuous political 
tradition can be identified. This tradition is commonly represented through the British Monarch and his 
or her various representatives, often referred to as the Crown. 

Our lands claims research indicates that the Crown’s representatives did not always properly uphold 
their treaty obligations. It is therefore the job of us researchers to provide the historical information 
required to take legal action against the Crown. 

We are very honored to be able to serve the community through our research! We hope to see you at 
our Open House on May 16, 2019 at Mike’s Pizzeria!



Presentations and Professional Associations
In addition to our research work, we are also responsible for providing historical presentations for 
community members, visitors, and various external audiences. In the past year we have delivered several 
presentations:

• Treaties Recognition Week at Antler River Elementary

• Chippewas of the Thames Archaeology Field Liaison Training

• Carolinian Canada Coalition Workshop

• Indigenous curriculum teachers from Thames Valley District School Board

• The River Talks: A Gathering at Deshkan Ziibi in London

• Don’t Push the River podcast interview with Mehek Mazhar
• Closer to Home Symposium, hosted by Indigenous Heritage Circle, Winnipeg

Victoria also contributes to the Indigenous Advisory Circle for two projects at Library and Archives 
Canada, and is an Indigenous Partner on the Truth & Reconciliation Taskforce of the Steering Committee 
on Canada’s Archives. For Chippewa, these connections can provide access to opportunities related to 
local archives projects. The Listen, Hear our Voices project provides services and funding for preserving 
language recordings, or purchasing equipment for recording languages and oral histories. 

And a big CONGRATULATIONS goes out to Brandon. His application for a funded research opportunity 
with the American Philosophical Society has been accepted! Brandon will travel to Philadelphia, Chicago, 
and Detroit to conduct research for Chippewas of the Thames. The American Philosophical Society is in 
Philadelphia where Brandon will participate in a two-day orientation. In Chicago he will visit the Newberry 
Library, then on to the Detroit Public Library. Our research indicates that these two libraries hold historical 
information about Chippewas of the Thames. Brandon is excited to explore these collections and bring 
copies of archival documents back to the community!

Pictured: Mterials representing the three claims that COTTFN has settled with Canada. i.e.
Big Bear Creek Land Claim, Clench Defalcation (Fraud) Claim and the Chippewa Boundry Dispute.

Pictured: 1819 Provisional Longwoods Treaty, 



Meet COTTFN’s 
Environment Officer

Emma Young, Sr. Environment Officer

Emma grew up in Mt. Brydges, ON, daughter 
to Blake and Kim Young, granddaughter to Don 
and Grace Young. She attended the University of 
Guelph and holds a degree in Geography. Emma 
started with the Treaties, Lands and Environment 
department in July 2017 after returning from living 
in Edinburgh, Scotland for several years.

Overview of Operations
The Environment Department works at both a local 
and territorial level. At a local level, data is being 
collected to help better understand the current state 
of COTTFN’s environmental health. This includes 
regular water testing, fish studies and ecological 
inventories. The Environment department also 
started up the curbside recycling program and 
participates in annual tree planting initiatives. 

Environment
Local and Territorial Environmental Initiatives

Pictured: Emma Young, Sr. Environment Officer coordinatinating the 
Stream of Dreams Project with the children at Antler River Elementary

A large focus of the Environment department is relationship building at a territorial level. Through these 
efforts, parking permits have been provided to the COTTFN membership to enter conservation areas 
within the Lower Thames Valley Conservation Authority and efforts continue to have more involvement 
in the management of conservation areas and parks within COTTFN territory. 

In addition to these projects, the Environment department is responsible for a range of environmental 
conservation and restoration efforts within the treaty, traditional and reserve territory. In doing so we 
maintain several professional partnerships with organizations such as; the Carolinian Canada Coalition, 
Western University, the University of Guelph, Lower Thames Conservation Authority, the Phosphorous 
Reduction Collaborative and many others. 
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Collection of Samples

• 3 minute ‘Kick and Sweep’ method
• Bugs preserved in 95% ethanol
• Samples taken to lab for identification 

Same collection protocols used as in the 
Upper and Lower Thames River 
Conservation Authorities:

Benthic Sampling
Testing COTTFN’s River and Creeks

What is Benthic Sampling ?
Measuring the organisms (bugs) that live in the sediment in the top layer of the 

riverbed aka the ‘Benthic Zone’ as an indicator of water quality. 

Identification of Bugs
The amount and type of bugs found indicate the water quality 

based on the Family Biotic Index (FBI). The FBI reflects the 
bugs varying tolerance to water pollution.

What is Benthic Sampling?
Measuring the organisms (bugs) that live in the 
sediment in the top layer of the riverbed aka the 
‘Benthic Zone’ as an indicator of water quality

Identification of Bugs
The amount and type of bugs found, indicate the 
water quality based on the Family Biotic Index 
(FBI). The FBI reflects the bugs varying tolerance 
to water pollution.

Collection of Samples
The same collection protocols used here are the 
same ones used at the Upper and Lower Thames 
Conservation Authorities:
• 3 minute ‘Kick and Sweep’ method
• Bugs preserved in 95% ethanol
• Samples taken to lab for identifications

Pictured: Dave Johnson, Antler River Research, conducting  
the ‘Kick and Sweep’ method for sample taking.
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How does COTTFN Compare?
Provincially:The provincial target for Benthic Water Quality Rating is 5.0 and below. This was achieved 
by COTTFN at 3 of the 17 locations

Upper Thames River Watershed: The average Benthic Water Quality Rating for the Upper Thames 
River Conservation Authority is 5.97

COTTFN: The average Benthic Water Quality Rating for COTTFN is 5.66. According to the FBI, this 
rates COTTFN’s average water qualiity as ‘Fair’.
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Through on going relationship building with the Lower Thames Conservation Authority 
(LTVCA), free parking permits to the LTVCA Public Conservation Areas were granted to 
Chippewas of the Thames First Nation Band Members.

 As of April 1st, 2019, Chippewa Band Members can  pick-up their free parking permit 
from the Chippewa Band Office located at 320 Chippewa road, Muncey, Ontario. 

•  One permit will be issued per vehicle.

•  Permits valid until December 31st  each year

•  New permits available January of each year

For more info, contact Emma Young @ 519-289-5555 or eyoung@cottfn.com

Parking Permit
Lower Thames Valley Conservation Authority 
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Recycling Program
COTTFN Curbside Recyling and Recycling Depot

Since the initiation of the Curbside Recycling Program, Chippewa has helped reduce the 
amount of waste sent to landfills and incinerators, conserved natural resources such as timber, 
air, water and minerals. As well, Chippewa is overall saving energy! As recycling saves energy 

it also reduces greenhouse gas emissions, which helps to tackle climate change

The Treaties, Lands & Environment Department would like to thank all of its community 
members for their combined efforts to reduce, reuse and recycle!

Reminder:

Curbside Recycling is every Wednesday! 
if you forget to put your bin out at the road you can take it to the Recycling Depot, which is 

located at the School.
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Consultation
COTTFN External Consultation

Meet COTFFN’s Consultation Unit
Fallon Burch is a member of the Chippewas of the Thames First Nation. In 2010, she attained 
her Medical Administration Diploma from Fanshawe College. Since 2011, Fallon has assisted 

the Consultation team, which has led her to gain the skills and experience required to coordinate 
the ongoing consultation work with local municipalities, government agencies and third-party 

proponents while utilizing the Wiindmaagewin to build positive working relationships with 
proponents.  Fallon also manages the Archaeology Program, which employs trained community 

members to participate in archaeology digs.

Rochelle is a member of the Chippewas of the Thames First Nation; In 2013, she earned her 
diploma in Business Marketing from Fanshawe College. Rochelle has been employed with the 
Treaties, Lands & Environment Dept. since 2015 as the Events & Promotions Coordinator. In 

her role, Rochelle is responsible for TLE Dept events, promotions, community engagements and 
consultation relationship building. She works well with the Consultation Coordinator and assists in 

the day to day activities of Consultation. 

Pictured: Rochelle Smith (Left) and Fallon Burch (Right) 
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The Archaeology Program

Since 2013, the Treaties, Lands & Environment Department (TLE) has provided 3 different 
training programs for community members to obtain a certificate as an Archaeology 

Field Liaison or Archaeology Monitor (AFL). These certificates would provide community 
members with the training to assist Archaeologists that hold a Professional (P) or Research 

(R) license. Through their training, the AFLs learn to identify features, remains, types of 
chert and the tools previously used by our ancestors, as well as various methods for testing 

and excavating archaeology sites.

The TLE department through consultation, hires trained COTTFN AFLs to actively 
participate in Archaeology Assessments on be half of COTTFN. The Archaeology 

Assessments conducted are typically apart of a bigger Environmental Assessment (EA).  

In the most recent training held in March 2019, we had 6 community members successfully 
complete the 5-day training course provided by the Ontario Archaeology Society.  Each year 

this program provides seasonal employment for trained community members. Last year, 
we participated in 20 projects creating a revenue of approximately $42,000.00. Almost all 
revenue created was paid out to AFLs. Each year this program grows, which provides the 
nation with more employment opportunities and the traditional knowledge of our history.

Pictured: Trained Archaeology Field Liaison; Lucas Hendrick at an Archaeological Assessment conducted in Southwestern Ontario 
with Archaeologists from Timmins Martelle Heritage Consultants.

Archaeology Program
COTTFN Archaeology Field Liaisons
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Proposed Southwestern Landfill
Walker Environmental Group

Walker Environmental Group is conducting an Environmental Assessment (EA) for a new, 
solid, non-hazardous waste landfill. The proposed location for the landfill is on the lands 

owned by Carmeuse Lime located in the Township of Zorra, Oxford County.  

The Walker Environmental Group is currently undergoing an Environmental Assessment. This 
assessment is a planning and decision process that determines and considers the potential 

environmental effects before a project is allowed to begin.  The assessment was started 
in 2012, with the terms of reference approved in 2016. Currently, Walker Environmental is 
finishing the technical studies.  The studies were conducted through the 4 seasons from 

Spring 2018 – Spring 2019. There are 12 studies that are conducted Agriculture, Air Quality, 
Archaeology, Cultural Heritage & Heritage Landscapes, Ecology, Economic, Groundwater & 

Surface Water, Human Health Risk Assessment, Noice & Vibration, Social, Traffic and Visual. 
Walker Environmental has hired 12 different independent consultants to collect background 
information, study the local environment, and determine if and how the landfill could impact 

the local area negatively or positively.  A draft Environmental Assessment submission is 
anticipated to be submitted in June 2019. The final Environmental Assessment will be 

submitted in the Fall of 2019.

As part of the Environmental Assessment Studies, an Archaeology Assessment was conducted 
in the Fall of 2018. Chippewas of the Thames First Nation provided two (2) Archaeology 
Field Liaison to actively participate in this study. Walker Environmental Group intends to 

continue this study later this month and have it completed by May 2019. We will be sending 
Archaeology Field Liaison to this site to assist with test pits to look for artifacts.  

Many of the features being proposed for the Southwestern Landfill are currently being used 
at Walker’s Niagara Landfill. A tour of the Niagara land fill was held August of 2018, however, 
another tour has been arranged to take place this coming summer, please see details below.

Niagara Landfill Tour by Walker Environment Group
As part of the engagement process through the Environmental Assessment Process for the 
Ingersoll Landfill. Walker environmental has offered Chippewa of the Thames Members a tour of 

the Niagara Landfill Site. More information will be provided closer to the tour date. 

TOUR DATE:   August 15th, 2019

Major Project Update
COTTFN TLE Dept: Consultation Unit
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Land Management
COTTFN Land Management on Reserve

Meet COTFFN’s Lands Manager
Theodore Albert is a member of Chippewas of the Thames First Nation. In 2017, he graduated 
from the Indigenous Peoples Resource Management Program and became a certified Lands 
Manager for the First Nation. Theodore started in 2013 as a species at risk technician, then 

moving into the position as Interim Lands Manager in 2015. Theodore manages day to 
day transactions such as lands transfers between members, permitting, licensing, leasing, 

general abstract and parcel identification with the First Nation. Theodore also assists the Sr. 
Environmental Officer in some day to day activities.

On a yearly basis Theodore meets with more then a hundred people to assist with the Reserve 
Land Environment Management Program (RLEMP), Matrimonial Real Property (MRP) and 
Species at Risk (SAR) activities. The TLE Dept. has identified 27 SAR with a potential for 

more, within the First Nation. Alongside the Sr. Environment Officer, Theodore has identified 
prime areas for habitat restoration for SAR. These habitats include, nesting structures, snake 

hibernaculum and restorations of wetlands.
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Land Management

Land Use Planning
The Chippewas of the Thames first Nation 
(COTTFN) Land Use Plan (LUP) will be a 
guiding document designed to be used in 
decision making relating to the physical 

development and preservation of COTTFN 
lands, and potential additions to reserve 

lands. Its purpose is to describe what 
development and land use activities may 

be carried out, where they may occur, and 
how they shall contribute to the economic, 

social, cultural, and environmental well-
being of the community. The LUP assists in 
setting the long-term goals and aspirations 

of the community as they relate to land 
development, economic growth, and 

environmental stewardship, along with 
building a healthier, more sustainable and 

self-sufficient community.

Pictured: Land Use Plan Survey results (December 2018)

Land Code
Land Code is a law created by the First Nation 
that allows us to step out of 32 sections of the 
Indian act relating to Land Management. If the 

Land Code is approved and the community votes 
yes, this means that the Government of Canada 
will no longer have a say in how the community 

reserve lands are managed and COTTFN will be 
required to create it’s own policy and procedures 

for how interests, licences, transactions, land 
transfers and other matters in relations to 

COTTFN lands will be managed.

For more information, please visit 
www.cottfnlandcode.com


